(3) LICENSE AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY

In consideration of a prescribed burn to be conducted on my property, located in the County of _______________, State of __________________, as more particularly described on the map attached as Exhibit A (the “Property”), I, the undersigned, agree and acknowledge as follows:

I acknowledge receipt of the attached form entitled “Important Information For Landowners About Risks From Prescribed Burn Activities.”
I hereby grant permission to The Nature Conservancy, its agents, employees, and third parties (collectively, the “Released Parties”) to enter the Property for the purpose of planning, conducting, and monitoring a prescribed burn. This License shall be effective 
from ____________________ through ____________________, 20____. 

I hereby grant permission to burn that portion of the Property outlined and identified on Exhibit A as the “Burn Unit.”

I agree that I will not make any claim or institute any suit or action against the Released Parties, and shall indemnify the Released Parties and hold them harmless against any loss or damage from any claim arising out of damage to my real or personal property arising out of the prescribed burn.

The Nature Conservancy agrees to release the undersigned from any claims or actions arising from injury or damage to The Nature Conservancy’s employees, agents, or assigns or any of The Nature Conservancy’s personal property arising out of the prescribed burn. 

OWNER







____________________________


______________________________

Print Name 





Witness

____________________________




Signature







___________________

Date

Updated 2/22/10
EXHIBIT A

[Attach map showing the Property and clearly identifying the boundaries of the Burn Unit.  Include an identifying reference, such as Section, Township, Range, County and State where the Property is located.]

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR LANDOWNERS

ABOUT RISKS FROM PRESCRIBED BURN ACTIVITIES
Before agreeing to allow your property to be burned as part of a prescribed fire, you should be aware of the risks and hazards associated with fire and smoke.  

Fire Hazards
Although the Conservancy rigorously trains all staff involved in prescribed burns and has equipment on site to suppress an escaped fire should it occur, unexpected and unpredictable weather conditions or human error may nonetheless result in a fire escaping control.  An escaped fire can result in loss of structures ranging from deer stands or fence posts to much larger structures.  In the worst case scenario, an escaped fire may result in the loss of life, particularly if someone tries to fight an escaped fire without training and proper protective gear.  You are not expected to, and should never assist in fighting an escaped fire unless you have been properly trained.  

Smoke Hazards
Hazards from smoke include both health hazards and risk of property damage, as detailed below.   

►Health Risks:  The amount of smoke you may be exposed to from a prescribed burn is unlikely to cause any health problem unless you have a pulmonary disease that makes you extremely sensitive, such as asthma.  However, you should be aware that:  

· If you are a healthy person, smoke can irritate your eyes, nose and throat, and may cause headaches;  

· Children, older adults, and smokers need to take extra care to avoid breathing smoke; and

· People with heart disease or asthma and other lung diseases also need to take extra care to avoid breathing smoke; for those with such conditions, breathing smoke can also cause coughing, wheezing, chest pain and/or shortness of breath. 

You may not have these symptoms until several days after you breathe the smoke. If you breathe smoke and you have symptoms associated with any pre-existing conditions that do not respond to your usual recommended medications, see your health care provider immediately.  

In addition to your physical health, smoke from wildfires can reduce visibility on roads, creating safety hazards.  You may need to take an alternate route, or wait for smoke to subside, before driving in an area affected by smoke.  Also pay close attention to any fire personnel directing traffic in the area.  

►Property Damage:  Smoke can permeate many surfaces and cause odor and possible discoloration.  If windows are left open, smoke odor may get into a home and cling to draperies or upholstered furniture for several days or weeks.  You can avoid smoke damage to property by closing all windows and doors for as long as smoke is present and by not having laundry on a clothesline.    

