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 Topa (Bolbometopon muricatum) - largest of the parrotfish.  
 
 Forms schools for feeding & reproductive purposes.  

 
 Inactive at night 

 

Photo credit: Tony Wu 



Methods: 1. Document fishing grounds 
 and historical fishing pressure  
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Methods: 4. Fisheries Independent Survey: 
150 sites: Generalized Random Tessellation 
Stratified (GRTS) variable probability design  
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1. Fisheries independent UVC survey showed lower abundances 
in zones that have experienced greater historical fishing 
pressure 
 

2. These differences were not reflected in extensive fisheries 
dependent data -which indicates a very healthy fishery in all 
zones 
 

3. Hyperstablity in the catch – a consequence of schooling 
behaviour and ease of capture - has the potential to complicate 
fisheries dependent stock assessments 
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