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Wildfires	
  in	
  Maryland
NFIRS	
  Statistics

• Average 4,000 – 5,000 
wildfires annually



Wildfires	
  in	
  Maryland
MD	
  Forest	
  Service Statistics

• 200 - 400 wildfires per year

• 3,000 - 4,000 acres burned



Wildfire	
  Causes



Prescribed	
  Fire
MD	
  Forest	
  Service	
  Statistics

•60 Prescribed Burn Projects

•w/1,000 acres treated



Wildland Fuel Types in Maryland



MD	
  Forest	
  Service	
  Equipment

Type	
  4	
  Engine Type	
  6	
  &	
  7	
  Engines



Type	
  6	
  Engine



Type	
  4	
  Engine



Tractor	
  Plows



JD650	
  
Fire	
  Tractor



Transports



MarshMaster



Aviation



Utility	
  Vehicles	
  
(UTV)



Skid	
  Steers



Out	
  of	
  State	
  Fire	
  Assignments
• Single	
  Resources
• Type	
  2IA	
  Crews	
  
• Engines
• Dozers









Prescribed	
  Fire	
  Policy	
  2010-­‐204

Effective	
  
December	
  1,	
  2010



Prescribed	
  Fire	
  Policy	
  2010-­‐204

Objective
This	
  operation	
  order	
  establishes	
  the	
  policies	
  and	
  procedures	
  
for	
  conducting	
  prescribed	
  fire	
  operations	
  within	
  Maryland	
  on	
  
public	
  and/or	
  private	
  land.	
  	
  All	
  prescribed	
  fire	
  operations	
  shall	
  
comply	
  with	
  MD	
  DNR	
  regulations	
  COMAR	
  08.07.04	
  Forest	
  Fire	
  
Protection	
  and	
  MD	
  MDE	
  regulations	
  COMAR	
  26.11.07	
  Open	
  
Fires	
  Authority.	
  	
  This	
  policy	
  will	
  serve	
  as	
  guidance	
  to	
  other	
  
Units	
  within	
  the	
  Department.



Prescribed	
  Fire	
  Policy	
  2010-­‐204

Prescribed	
  Burn	
  Plans
– All	
  prescribed	
  fire	
  practices	
  >	
  1	
  acre	
  will	
  have	
  a	
  written	
  plan
– Practices	
  <	
  1	
  acre	
  may	
  be	
  approved	
  with	
  a	
  verbal	
  plan	
  and	
  issued	
  a	
  

Burn	
  Permit
– Landowner/Agent	
  or	
  local	
  County	
  Forest	
  Service	
  office	
  may	
  prepare	
  

the	
  plan
– Plans	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  submitted	
  at	
  least	
  30	
  days	
  prior	
  to	
  burn
– Plans	
  are	
  valid	
  for	
  the	
  calendar	
  year	
  
– Applicant	
  is	
  responsible	
  for	
  compliance	
  with	
  all	
  other	
  federal,	
  state,	
  

&	
  local	
  regulations
– After	
  plan	
  approval	
  &	
  fireline construction	
  is	
  complete,	
  the	
  Forest	
  

Service	
  will	
  issue	
  the	
  Burn	
  Permit



Prescribed	
  Fire	
  Policy	
  2010-­‐204

Agency	
  conducted	
  Prescribed	
  Fires
–MFS	
  does	
  not	
  conduct	
  warm	
  season	
  grass	
  burns	
  
on	
  private	
  lands	
  or	
  prepare	
  plans

–MFS	
  burns	
  on	
  private	
  lands	
  require	
  a	
  Prescribed	
  
Burn	
  Agreement

– Burn	
  Boss	
  is	
  to	
  ensure	
  compliance	
  of	
  
qualifications	
  and	
  personal	
  protective	
  
equipment	
  of	
  all	
  personnel	
  on	
  site

– Burn	
  Boss	
  will	
  complete	
  a	
  post	
  burn	
  evaluation



Prescribed	
  Fire	
  Policy	
  2010-­‐204

Qualifications	
  – Burn	
  Boss
– MFS	
  Personnel	
  should	
  be	
  certified	
  as	
  a	
  Wildland	
  
Firefighter	
  1	
  and	
  also	
  completed	
  S-­‐290	
  &	
  I-­‐200	
  and	
  
have	
  a	
  minimum	
  of	
  2	
  years	
  experience	
  on	
  wildfire	
  &	
  
prescribed	
  fire	
  incidents

– Other	
  agencies,	
  landowners,	
  or	
  contractors	
  shall	
  
have	
  successfully	
  completed	
  a	
  minimum	
  of	
  16	
  hour	
  
workshop	
  on	
  prescribed	
  fire	
  procedures	
  AND	
  have	
  3	
  
years	
  experience	
  on	
  wildfire	
  or	
  prescribed	
  burn	
  
incidents	
  OR	
  5	
  years	
  experience	
  as	
  a	
  participant	
  in	
  
wildfire	
  or	
  prescribed	
  burn	
  incidents



Prescribed	
  Fire	
  Policy	
  2010-­‐204

Notifications
– At	
  least	
  24	
  hours	
  prior

• Adjacent	
  Landowners

• Fire	
  Manager

• County	
  Environmental	
  Health	
  Department	
  (If	
  applicable)

• State	
  Lands	
  Unit	
  Manager

• State	
  Restoration	
  Ecologist	
  (ESA	
  Management)

– Burn	
  Boss	
  shall	
  notify	
  prior	
  to	
  ignition
• Local	
  MFS	
  Office

• County	
  EOC	
  Center



Burn	
  Permits

• Issued	
  by	
  the	
  local	
  
Forest	
  Service	
  Office

• List	
  Applicant,	
  land	
  
owner,	
  location,	
  type	
  
of	
  Burn,	
  &	
  Equipment

• Generally issued	
  for	
  30	
  
days

• Maybe	
  renewed
• May	
  be	
  suspended
• No	
  Fee



Publications

• Available	
  in	
  Print	
  
form

• Posted	
  on	
  the	
  
website

• Available	
  in	
  English	
  
&	
  Spanish



www.dnr.maryland.gov/forests/pages/wfm.aspx



Prescribed	
  Fire	
  Challenges

• Staffing
•Weather	
  – Burn	
  Window
• Other	
  Agency	
  Priorities
•WUI,	
  Infrastructure,	
  Public
• Smoke	
  Management



Green Ridge	
  State	
  Forest
Hanging	
  Prairie	
  
Shale	
  Barren	
  RX

• Nov 8, 2011
• 11.4 Acres
• Temp 64-74
• RH 47-28
• Wind 0-3 mph
• Hardwood Litter





Shale	
  Barren	
  – Post	
  RX



Questions?
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