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Wllilflre Causes

2006 - 2015 Average Wildfire Cause

15% 4% 3% a1 - Lightning
B2 - Campfire
03 - Smoking
8%

04 - Debris Burning

|5 - Arson
1%
28% @6 - Equipment
@7 - Railroad

0
13@ 08 - Children

WO - Miscellaneous

23%
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Wildland Fuel Types in Marylan

Maryland Land Cover/Fuel Types:

0 Deciduous (Hardwood) Forest
I Evergreen & Mixed Evergreen/Hardwood Forest

. Marsh
Agriculture & Tall Grass

Developed Areas (w/ Mixed Fuel Types)
I Water
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Maryland

2010 Wildland Urban Interface

Wul

[_interface

B Intermix

Non-WUI Vegetated
Il No Housing

I Very Low Density Housing

Non-Vegetated or Agriculture
[ ]Medium and High Density Housing
I Low and Very Low Housing Density
Il \Water

N

I | I I T |
0 8 16 24 32 40 Miles A

Copyright 2012

Susan |. Stewart

USDA Forest Service
Northern Research Station
sistewart@fs.fed.us

Volker C. Radeloff
University of Wisconsin-Madison
radeloff@wisc.edu

WUI 2010 based on the 2010 Census,
2006 National Land Cover Database (NLCD),
and the Protected Areas Database version 1.1
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This operation order establlshes the poI|C|es and procedures
- wfor conductlng prescrlbed flre eratlcons within Maryland on
ﬂubllc a’nﬂ‘ v&pﬁvag"' &«bed’z@e operatlon shall
d cqmply W|th MD DN R 'regulatlons‘COMAR US 07:04: Eorest Fm}‘
Protect|on and I\/ID MDE regulatr{@\ns CQMA.R 26.11.07 Open

Fires Authority, EEJ’IIS pu\;_%wmrer\#e as gwdance to other

Units within the Department.
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— All prescribed fire practices > i acre will have a written iolah

— Practices <1acre may be appk ved W|th a verbal pIan and issued a

Burn Permjﬁ R, ¢ e
4’& - 4. focaresiin {‘?&rest Séﬁz‘ice efflce Tnaif‘prep‘arae .,
. ; R 0 X LA ,,\&

e plan o
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- X Plans need fo be submltted at Ié‘as&‘%‘glayé‘prlor to burn
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mi " — Plans are val‘[d;fdr thescalendriear
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— Applicant is respon5|ble for.compliance with aII other federal, state,

&local regulatlons: j

— After plan approval £ fireline constructlon IS complete the Forest

Service W|I| issue the Burn Permlt
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Agency conducted Prescrlbed Fl?es

— MEFS does not conduqt warm season grass burns
Bpare’ pla &
'\ 5 ‘ahds reqwre a Pres?.“r‘lbed;

N A Burn Agreement O
o T * 1\\.% "
‘&* _. —Burn B(as'g»xs tmensu%ecompllance of
e qualifications and personal protective

equipment of all personnel on site

— Burn Boss will'complete a post burn evaluation
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— MFS Personnel should be certlfled as a Wlldland
F|ref|ghter 1 and also ¢ mpleted S-290 & 1-200 and

_have;a minimunof 2 yeg p?{lﬁ;{\CG on wildfire &
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.~ Other agerﬁles Iandowrﬁars or cgntractors shaII
: _~  have successfully com éﬂt‘w a‘minimum of 16 hour
%. Ll ,workshop*cm presefibed fire procedures AND have 3
e years experience on wildfire or prescribed burn
incidents OR 5/years experience asa participant in

W|Idf|re or prescrtbed burn incidents
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b ™ L G MD'QL?RTYAL_@ (f;lD OPEN AIR BURNING PERMIT
~ B u rn Pe rm ltS A NATURAL RESOURCES (Narural Resources Article 5-200 & 5-604 08.07.04.03)
- . A g 3 - K, vy 5 »
2F - 4 X o FOREST SERVICE PHONE COUNTY
ay o & COUNTY 911 CENTER PHONE CALL PRIOR TO BURNING & UPON COMPLETION
A ‘1‘ :
‘%
? APPLICANT NAME PHONE

ADDRESS
OWNER-AGENT
ADDRESS

BURNING LOCATION
EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE

o /Issued'bythe local | | |k m——
Forest Service Office

RENEWED S OFFICER'S INITIALS

RESTRICTIONS:
I hersby agree to adhere to the open air buming rezulations of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources - Forest

o Li St Ap p I ica nt’ |a n d Service (NR 5 08.07.04.03) as designated below:

1. There must be a natural or constructed fire break, free of flammable matenial at least feet wide
conpletely around matenial to be bumed.

§ .\

i ﬁ,& O’ A ). There must be adequate personnel and equipment on the scene to keep the fire from escaping.
& ¢ 4 1By hon
'g ﬁ%‘ . At least one responsible person omist remain at the location of the fire untl the last spark is out
M sy . AT
. pr - J P _— An authorized Forest Service agent may ban open air burning at anytime due to high fire danger or on
- * Generally issued for:30 R
” % - y p u : ANY VIOLATION OF THIS PERMIT MAY RESULT IN LOSS OF PERMIT AND A SUMMONS.
~ -
R, d ayS - = - 7/ . ,I._." . Additional requirements may be prescribed i conpliance of other MD DNR Forest Service laws & regulations.
Ny . 2, ’ { -
,@ : RN T T i, < [ S R S &1\\ ok APPLICANT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH ALL OTHER FEDERAL STATE, AND LOCAL
d’ k_\ Ny y y . ‘ - s ‘ LAWS, REGULATIONS, AND ORDINANCES RELATING TO OPEN AIR BURNING INCLUDING AIR
- ® IVI b e r n d QUALITY REGULATIONS. CONTACT YOUR LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT FOR
a y e e W e MORE INFORMATION ON AIR QUALITY REGULATIONS AND PERMIT APPLICABILITY.

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE

7 May be Susp.ended',, ,‘ OFFICER'S SIGNATURE BADGE #

° N F , : . [~~~ YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR FIRE AND SMOKE, USE CARE
O e e \ KEEP MARYLAND CLEAN AND GREEN!

Part 1 - Forest Service Copy  Part 2 - Applicant's Copy
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dnr.maryland.gov/forests/Pages
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& Wildland Firg in Maryland

STATE FORESTS

Forest Service

> Forest Service Home

> About Us

> Forestry Education

> Forestry Facts

> Volunteer Opportunities

> Chesapeake Forests

> Sustainable Forestry
Council

> Govemnor's Commission on
Sustainable Forestry

> Vision, Mission and Goals

> The Online Forester

Fire Links

> Fire Statistics for Maryland

> 1A History of the Fire
Program in Maryland

> Open Air Bumning

> Volunteer Fire Assistance
Program

> Dry Hydrant Program

> Wildland Fire Crew

> Firewise Maryland

> Mid Atlantic Compact

> Wildfire Training

> Patch History

> 1A Fire Towers

> Fire Staff Contacts

e 4

URBAN & COMMUNITY

WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT

Wildland Fire in Maryland

Learn the Facts About Fire Behavior in Maryland

Wildfire Statistics

Wildfires are a common occurrence in Maryland. In an average year, the Maryland Forest Service responds
to an average of 325 wildfires that burn more than 3,200 acres of forest, brush, and grasses. Fire
departments respond to over 5,000 wildfire incidents per year.

While some wildfires in Maryland can burn hundreds or even thousands of acres, most are smaller in size,
burning less than 10 acres. Even these smaller wildfires can threaten lives, homes, other structures, and our
natural resources. Each year hundreds of homes and structures are threatened, and dozens are damaged
or destroyed by wildfires.

Fire Season

Wildfires occur in every month in Maryland, but peak in the spring and fall. During these seasons the leaves
are off the deciduous trees, allowing sunlight and wind to reach the forest floor and dry the forest fuels. The
relative humidity of the air is also drier and, combined with a breeze, creates the conditions for wildfires to
spread rapidly.

Wildfire Causes

The only natural cause of wildfires is lightning, and this
accounts for only 4% of the wildfire ignitions in
Maryland. The remaining 96% of wildfires are caused
by humans. Maryland's leading cause of wildfires is
improper debris or outdoor burning that ignites an
average of 28% of the fires each year. Arson, the
second leading cause, accounts for around 23% of
ignitions. Other causes include: equipment use,
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