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What is LANDFIRE?

An interagency/multi-partner program designed to create and 

periodically update comprehensive vegetation, fire, and fuel

characteristics data using a consistent process for the entire U.S.

The primary partners in the LANDFIRE Program are:

US Forest Service Fire and Aviation Management

US Department of the Interior Office of Wildland Fire

The Nature Conservancy North America Region

USGS EROS Data Center



Past: The LANDFIRE Foundation
LANDFIRE Charter establishes 4-Côs: 

ÅComprehensive

ÅCompatible

ÅCurrent

ÅConsistent

é. which are our design criteria/design constraints for

20+ current and historic vegetation/fuels/condition 30m, spatial 

data layers and 800+ quantitative state-and-transition BpS 

models and descriptions.

Delivered versions circa 2000/1 (LF National/Improved), 

updates in 2008, 2010, 2012 and 2014, and now LF Remap



Past: The LANDFIRE Foundation



Present: LF Remap



LF Remap ïWhat Remains the Same?

LANDFIRE Program has the same design 

criteria/constraints: comprehensive, compatible, 

consistent and current.

The basic product suite is the same, but there are 

changes to mapping processes and thematic 

content intended to improve product usability.

Should still be considered a large landscape, 

regional, national data set as delivered out-of-the-

box.



LF Remap ïWhatôs New?

ÅMapping footprints based on Omernik Level III 

ecoregions instead of NLCD Map Zones.

ÅNew compositing/tiling/masking methods that 

provide an improved and more consistent image 

base.

ÅNew, improved plot ñAuto-Keysò for assigning 

vegetation type to field plots.

ÅLandsat 8 imagery and Landsat Analysis Ready 

Data Sets (image stacks).

ÅIncluded external review of the Existing Vegetation 

Type legend and draft products.

ÅExperience/Feedback



LF Remap ïWhatôs New?

ÅMany more field-plots and more diverse field-

plots to support mapping.

ÅIncorporation of lidar data sets to improve the 

thematic resolution of structure products.

ÅReview of Biophysical Settings models and 

descriptions.

ÅNew products: Historic disturbance, Year-

Capable Fuels Products.

ÅNew, backwardly compatible Fire Regime Group 

schema.



New Fire Regime Group Schema



LF Remap Quality

ÅEVT assessments for Ecological Systems, NVC 

Group, NVC Macrogroup, and SAF/SRM cover 

type

Å~10,000 independent assessment plots in NE

ÅTraditional Contingency Table

ÅExample of how to collapse categories in the 

contingency table now included


