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ABOUT THIS BOOK

Without the generosity of the ocean, the Eastern Caribbean would be unrecognizable. 
Imagine the islands without turquoise water, fresh seafood or children playing on sandy 
beaches. Out of their love and dependence on the sea, coastal communities from six islands 
united to protect their resources within a network of marine managed areas (MMAs)*.

Behind this network of managed areas is a web of people who contributed  
their talent to build a regional community that collectively cares for the environment. Their 
mission to protect marine resources is critical in the Eastern Caribbean, where fishing and 
tourism fuel local economies and over half the population lives less than a mile from the 
seashore.

The following stories feature a few of these influential persons and the impact they 
made through the The Nature Conservancy’s Climate-Resilient Eastern Caribbean Marine 
Managed Areas Network (ECMMAN) project. From fishers and business owners, to 
scientists and artists, this book provides a glimpse into their journey to grow stronger 
together and forge a new identity in the Eastern Caribbean. Thanks to their actions, ‘who 
we are’ and ‘how we care for our environment’ is changing for the better.

People swim at Bathway Beach in Grenada. © Marjo Aho

*A marine managed area (MMA) is a marine or coastal area designated by law with the intention to protect or 
manage natural resources and their uses. This includes living marine species and their habitats, scenic views, 
water quality, recreational activities, and cultural or economic resources. 
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