
Emergent MarshMacrogroup:

Description:

Ecological Setting and Natural Processes:

Similar Habitat Types:

Crosswalk to State Wildlife Action Plans:
Crosswalk to State Name Examples:

State Distribution:

Total Habitat Acreage:
Percent Conserved:

Herbaceous Inland Wetland - Freshwater Marshes (CT), 
Bulrush Deepwater Marsh (DE), Deep Emergent Marsh (MA), 
Cattail Marsh (ME), Emergent Marsh (NH), Robust Emergent 
Marsh (NJ), Deep Emergent Marsh/Backwater Slough (NY), Cat-
Tail Marsh (PA), Emergent Marsh  (RI), American Lotus Aquatic 
Bed (VA), Cattail Marsh (VT), Emergent Marsh (MD)

CT, DC, DE, MA, MD, ME, NH, NJ, 
NY, PA, RI, VA, VT, WV

21.6%
906,723

A freshwater emergent or submergent marsh dominated by 
herbaceous vegetation and associated with isolated basins, 
edges of streamways, and seepage slopes. Typical plants 
include cattails, marsh fern, touch-me-not, pondweeds, 
water lilies, pickerelweed, and tall rushes, species that 
tolerate sustained inundations and do not persist through the 
winter. Scattered shrubs are often present and usually total 
less than 25% cover. Trees are generally absent and, if 
present, are scattered. Zonation within a marsh is associated 
with water depth and length of inundation. This is a very 
broadly defined system, with many variants distributed widely 
in the Northeast. 

Freshwater marshes are associated with lakes, ponds, 
headwater basins and slow-moving streams, impoundments, 
ditches, or any low lying basin that collects water. Such 
basins are often flat-bottomed and shallow, or marsh 
vegetation forms a ring around the edge of deeper basins. 
They typically occur on muck over mineral soil, and as part 
of a larger wetland complex that may include forested or 
shrubby swamps, peatlands, and/or open water.

Very often occurs with Laurentian-Acadian Wet Meadow-
Shrub Swamp, acidic or circumneutral forested swamps, 
peatlands, and floodplain vegetation in large, diverse 
complexes.

Herbaceous Inland Wetland - Freshwater Marshes (CT), 
Marshes and Wet Meadows - Deep Emergent Marsh (MA), 
Emergent Marsh and Wet Meadows (ME), Marsh and Shrub 
Wetlands (NH), Freshwater Marsh (NY), Wetlands - 
Emergent Freshwater (PA), Emergent Wetlands - 
Freshwater Wetland Unspecified (RI), Marshes and Sedge 
Meadows - Cattail Marsh (VT)

Laurentian-Acadian Freshwater Marsh
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This m
ap is a m

odeled distribution based on current data and is not a substitute for field based inventory. Contact 
your State Natural Heritage Ecologist for m

ore inform
ation about this habitat.

State
State

Habitat % 
State

 Acreage
GAP 1&2
(acres)

GAP 3
(acres)

Unsecured
(acres)

ME 25% 225,999 13,432 26,406 186,161
NY 25% 224,007 25,309 27,887 170,811
NJ 11% 98,802 17,497 9,039 72,265
VA 7% 61,229 1,285 3,949 55,995
MA 6% 57,011 4,217 12,825 39,969
MD 6% 52,867 2,802 10,177 39,888
PA 5% 48,783 3,585 4,395 40,802
NH 5% 48,642 2,373 10,747 35,523
VT 4% 39,373 2,385 5,542 31,445
DE 2% 21,773 1,518 3,960 16,294
CT 2% 16,321 1,506 2,964 11,851
WV 1% 6,766 156 244 6,366
RI 1% 5,089 413 1,010 3,666
DC 0% 61 0 0 61



Places to Visit this Habitat:

Species of Concern (G1-G4):

Associated Species:

Moosehorn National Wildlife Refuge | ME
Wharton State Forest | NJ
Five Ponds Wilderness Area | NY
Green Mountain National Forest | VT
Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge | WV

BIRDS:  american bittern, american black duck, blue-winged 
teal, common gallinule, great blue heron, least bittern, marsh 
wren, pied-billed grebe, sora, swamp sparrow, virginia rail, wood 
duck

MAMMALS:  eastern cottontail, meadow jumping mouse, mink, 
moose, muskrat, raccoon, southern bog lemming, virginia 
possum, water shrew

HERPTILES:  blue-spotted salamander, northern leopard frog, 
northern spring peeper, red-spotted newt, spotted turtle

INSECTS:  bar-winged Skimmer, ringed emerald, spatterdock 
darner

PLANTS:  autumnal water-starwort (Callitriche hermaphroditica), 
floating pennywort (Hydrocotyle ranunculoides), hardstem 
bulrush (Schoenoplectus acutus), marsh felwort (Lomatogonium 
rotatum), marsh hedge-nettle (Stachys pilosa),whorled 
pennywort (Hydrocotyle verticillata)

BIRDS:  black tern, king rail, northern harrier

MAMMALS:  water shrew

HERPTILES:    wood  turtle,  blanding’s  turtle

INSECTS:  bogbean buckmoth, broadtailed shadowdragon, eyed 
brown, granitosa fern moth, little bluet, Martha's pennant, scarlet 
bluet, spatterdock darner, two-spotted skipper

PLANTS:  blue maiden-cane (Amphicarpum purshii), fly-poison 
(Amianthium muscitoxicum), northeastern bladderwort 
(Utricularia resupinata), ohio goldenrod (Oligoneuron ohioense), 
Robbins' spikerush (Eleocharis robbinsii), sago pondweed 
(Potamogeton pectinatus), Sartwell's sedge (Carex sartwellii), 
slender arrowhead (Sagittaria teres), Walter's sedge (Carex 
striata), watermeal (Wolffia papulifera)

Predicted Habitat Loss to Development

660,000
680,000
700,000
720,000
740,000

2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2060

Decade

A
cr

ea
ge

Age Class Distribution

0
10
20
30
40

1 to 20
20 to 40

40 to 60
60 to 80

80 to 100

100 to 140

Age (Years)
Pe

rc
en

t o
f H

ab
ita

t

Habitat Connectedness Index

0
20
40
60

0 to 25
25 to 50

50 to 75

75 to 100

Degree of Fragmentation 
(0=Highly Fragmented & 100= Highly Connected)

Pe
rc

en
t o

f H
ab

ita
t

This metric measures how connected or fragmented the land directly surrounding (18 
square miles) the habitat is, this the chart shows the proportion of the habitat in each 
connectedness class.

This chart shows the average age of trees associated with this habitat based on 
forest Inventory data. For non-forested systems or small habitats the average age is 
influenced by the surroundings.

This chart shows the predicted loss of habitat over the next five decades (39,208 
acres) if loss continues at the same rate as 1990-2000. The average rate of loss is 
784 acres per year.

Laurentian-Acadian Freshwater Marsh

The average patch size for this habitat is 3 acres and the largest single patch is 
1,258 acres.  This chart shows the proportion of the habitat that is in each patch-size 
class.
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Appendix lists scientific names

Appendix lists scientific names

http://nature.ly/HabitatGuide


