
Outreach, through the media and by 
communicating directly to individuals 
about fire and restoration, is a key part 
of the work done under PERC. Many 
actions needed to make forests and 
grasslands more resilient and protect 
human communities—thinning trees, 
lighting fires, putting smoke in the 
air—raise community concerns that 
can hamper the ability to get needed 
work done. In addition, the work 
needed to help communities become 
better adapted to living with fire re-
quires a robust flow of communication 
in all directions; a variety of written 
resources and media coverage are thus 
valuable assets for the Fire Adapted 
Communities Learning Network. 
Research has shown that among the 
most effective, trusted communicators 
about fire are “people with hats”—fire-
fighters and other practitioners. The 
Fire Learning Network (FLN),  pre-
scribed fire training exchanges (TREX) 
and Scaling-up to Promote Ecosystem 
Resiliency (SPER) projects are there-
fore ideal means of getting the word 
out about “good fire.” With the addi-
tion of the Fire Adapted Communities 
Learning Network (FAC LN) to the 
suite of PERC programs, yet another 
avenue for improving communication 
among the various stakeholders in 
places affected by fire is available.

Fire
Outreach
& Media

Partners work by accelerating the development of prototype fire adapted communities in a
landscape context ... accelerating integrated efforts for restoring and maintaining resilient 
landscapes through multi-scalar collaboration, effective planning processes and transformative learning
and networks … building operational & social capacity for response to wildland fire in a changing 
world … accelerating the adjustment of landscape-level strategies for a changing climate … integrating 
science, cultural knowledge and adaptive learning to resolve barriers to transformative resilience.

Public Service Announcement (PSA) Script: Resilience
As the smoke clears and you return to the area burned by wildfire, you may 
notice some startling changes. Forest floors once green and thick with under-
growth may appear barren and black. However, fire is a natural process and 
regeneration and re-growth is likely already in progress.
Underground stems and dormant buds are capable of surviving fire—watch 
for plants like fireweed. Fire can even help to germinate some seeds. Birds will 
return quickly, with larger animals to follow. Though it can take time, the forest 
is resilient and will continue to grow and change.
While it can be tempting to investigate the changes in the burned area, forest us-
ers should be aware of the hazards. Damaged limbs and dead trees can fall with 
no warning. Fire can expose garbage and debris previously hidden by brush. 
Stumps may have burned away, leaving deep holes that can be dangerous. 
Be aware of the changed and changing environment. Watch out for post-fire 
hazards, but also watch for the strength and resilience of your forests.

NETWORK PRODUCT: “AFTER THE FIRE” 
TOOLKIT FOR COMMUNITIES
This spring a useful new toolkit was developed by the Chumstick Wild-
fire Stewardship Coalition, a Fire Adapted Communities Learning Net-
work hub in central Washington, with support from the Fire Learning 
Network. “After the Fire” is a collection of easily customizable resources 
that communities and local groups can use to help individuals and busi-
nesses know how to recognize, to respond and minimize risks just after 
a wildfire. The collection of brochures, door hangers, PSA scripts and 
other materials had barely been launched—not all resources were in 
their final form, in fact—when it got its first test, in the town of Entiat, 
Washington, during the Mills Canyon Fire. 

After the Fire toolkit: http://afterthefirewa.org/
Blog post about its first use: http://facnetwork.org/afterthefire-toolkit/ 



Western Klamath Mountains partners produced two videos based on FLN, 
FAC Learning Network and TREX work in their landscape:

“Fall Burning in Orleans 2013”   
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l6mFZyDqtJE&feature=youtu.be
“A Fire Wise Story: Klamath River 2014”   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QiP2roGaNCk

Eytan Krasolovsky (Forest Guild) gave a presentation about lessons learned 
in last fall’s Black Lake, NM TREX in a Southwest Fire Science Consortium 
webinar:

https://forestguild.mitel-nhwc.com/perl/ilinc/lms/vc_launch.pl?activity_
id=pcmszrh&user_id=

The FAC Learning Network hub in Towns County, GA shows up in the IAFC 
public service announcement that promotes www.fireadapted.org:

http://vimeo.com/89195824

“Setting fire to fight fire may seem 
counterintuitive, says Blane Heumann.... 
But it’s not quite as contradictory as it 
sounds. ’If your problem is too much hot 
fire,’ he says, ‘then your solution should 
be some good fire.’”

from “Climate Control”
Nature Conservancy Magazine (April 2014)
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by Jeanie Cozad
There were 99 units of  blood 

collected on this Rotary sponsored 
Blood Drive; that included 79 single 
units of  blood and 10 double reds.  
The total number of  people ready to 
donate was 96; six of  those people 
were deferred, and there  were five 
new donors: Robert Shelbourn, Me-
gan Hoefs, Robert Dee, Jacob Hand 
and Lance Hockenbary. What a 
priceless gift each of  the donors have 
offered!  Our community is blessed 
with very gracious individuals.

There are several people we ap-
preciate for this success, including 
St. Nicholas Catholic Church for 
the use of  their Parish Hall; Sub-
way for cookies and certificates for 
sandwiches; Lynda Parsons for the 
lovely chair covers for our Double 
Red Patrons; Pine View Good Sa-
maritan Society and Cherry Hills 
Estates for sandwiches; Boy Scout 
Troop #288 for their help in packing 
and loading the Red Cross trucks; 
Martha Foster for cookies, and 
James Ravenscroft for transporting 
part of  the blood to meet a carrier, 
(this allows for earlier access and 
processing of  the blood). 

There are several other people 

Mid-Plains Community College 
will be hosting an EMT and EMT re-
fresher class for the Valentine area 
during the 2014-2015 school term.

 There will be an organizational 
meeting  at  6:00  p.m. CDT on Wednes-
day, March 26, at the Valentine 
Extended Campus, 113 N. Hall St.  
This meeting will be to dispense in-
formation and discuss other details 
for class operations. Class will start 

two weeks later to allow students 
time to purchase class books. 

The EMT class will meet one 
night a week and one Saturday a 
month. It has been divided into 
two four-credit semester courses.

For more information, contact 
Karen Bowlin at 308-289-2745; e-
mail bowlink@mpcc.edu; or  Terri 
VanHouten 402-822-0217.

Valentine, NE – A new National 
Park Service (NPS) report shows 
that 65,999 visitors to Niobrara 
National Scenic River (NSR) in 2012 
spent $2.621 million in communi-
ties near the park. That spending 
supported 37 jobs in the local area.

“Niobrara NSR is proud to 
welcome visitors from across the 
country and around the world,” 
said superintendent Steve Thede. 
“We are delighted to share the story 
of  this place and the experiences it 
provides and to use the river as a 
way to introduce our visitors to this 
part of  the country and all that it 
offers. National park site tourism is 
a significant driver in the national 
economy - returning $10 for every 
$1 invested in the National Park 
Service - and it’s a big factor in our 

local economy as well. We appreci-
ate the partnership and support 
of  our neighbors and are glad to 
be able to give back by helping to 
sustain local communities.”

The peer-reviewed visitor spend-
ing analysis was conducted by U.S. 
Geological Survey economists 
Catherine Cullinane Thomas and 
Christopher Huber and Lynne 
Koontz for the National Park Ser-
vice. The report shows $14.7 billion 
of  direct spending by 283 million 
park visitors in communities 
within 60 miles of  a national park. 
This spending supported 243,000 
jobs nationally, with 201,000 jobs 
found in these gateway communi-
ties, and had a cumulative benefit to 
the U.S. economy of  $26.75 billion.

According to the report, most 

visitor spending supports jobs in 
restaurants, grocery, and conve-
nience stores (39 percent), hotels, 
motels and B&Bs (27 percent), and 
other amusement and recreation 
(20 percent).

To download the re por t 
visit www.nature.nps.gov/so-
cialscience/economics.cfm 

The report includes information 
for visitor spending at individual 
parks and by state. To learn more 
about national parks in Nebraska 
and how the National Park Service 
works with local communities to 
help preserve local history, con-
serve the environment, and provide 
outdoor recreation, go to www.nps.
gov/nebraska.

Tourism to Niobrara National Scenic River 
creates $2.6 million in economic benefit

Omaha, NE – A new National 
Park Service (NPS) report shows 
that 304,046  visitors to national 
parks in Nebraska spent $13.2 mil-
lion and supported 200 jobs in the 
state in 2012.

  “The national parks of  Ne-
braska attract visitors from across 
the country and around the world 
and provide premiere historical, 
cultural, natural, and recreational 
experiences,” said NPS Midwest 
Regional Director Michael T. 
Reynolds.  “This new report shows 
that national park tourism is a 
significant driver in the national 
economy - returning $10 for every $1 
invested - and funding generated by 
national parks has a swift and direct 
positive impact on local economies 
in Nebraska as well.”

The national parks in Nebraska 

are:  Agate Fossil Beds National 
Monument, Harrison; Homestead 
National Monument of  America, 
Beatrice; Niobrara National Sce-
nic River, Valentine; Scotts Bluff  
National Monument, Gering.

The peer-reviewed visitor spend-
ing analysis was conducted by U.S. 
Geological Survey economists 
Catherine Cullinane Thomas and 
Christopher Huber and Lynne 
Koontz for the National Park Ser-
vice.  The report shows $14.7 billion 
of  direct spending by 283 million 
park visitors in communities 
within 60 miles of  a national park. 
This spending supported 243,000 
jobs nationally, with 201,000 jobs 
found in these gateway communi-
ties, and had a cumulative benefit to 
the U.S. economy of  $26.75 billion.

According to the report most 

visitor spending supports jobs in 
restaurants, grocery and conve-
nience stores (39 percent), hotels, 
motels and B&Bs (27 percent), and 
other amusement and recreation 
(20 percent).

To download the report visit 
http://www.nature.nps.gov/so-
cialscience/economics.cfm.

The report includes information 
for visitor spending by park and 
by state.

To learn more about national 
parks in Nebraska and how the 
National Park Service works with 
Nebraskacommunities to help 
preserve local history, conserve the 
environment, and provide outdoor 
recreation, go to www.nps.gov/
nebraska.

Rotary Blood Drive report for March 6

Organizational meeting for MPCC’s 
EMT classes in Valentine set for 
Wednesday, March 26...tonight!!!

that help the Rotary Club on a fairly 
regular basis with registration, 
preparing snacks for our donors, 
and escorting donors to the canteen 
area. KVSH and Midland News are 
also appreciated for their help in 
getting the blood drives publicized.

There were several gallon mark-
ers achieved with this blood drive.

Donating four gallons were: 
Sharyl Francke. 

Donating five gallons were: Dee 
Jaye Fowler,  Janet Cady, Ellen 
Moore,  Perry Shaul. 

Donating seven gallons were: 
Bernard Ewoldt, Don Letellier, 
Rusty Markus.

Donating eight gallons were: 
Joyce Schlueter.

 WOW!  What gifts of  time, and 
how many people have been poten-
tially helped by your selfless gifts?!  

The next Blood Drive is May 
1.  Please call Jeanie Cozad at 402-
376-4715 if  you would like to donate 
blood, or help in any other way.  
Remember, Service Above Self.

Report shows visitor spending supports 37 jobs in local economy

National Park tourism in Nebraska creates 
$13.2 million in economic benefit
New report shows visitor spending supports 200 jobs in Nebraska

Photos by Laura Vroman
Conservation Associate for Planning and Training for The Nature Conservancy Guy Duffner explained that the next generation of 

conservationists is taking fire leadership seriously. Fifty members of the Student Association for Fire Ecology (S.A.F.E.) from five 
universities are spending their spring breaks learning at the Niobrara Valley Preserve. S.A.F.E. is a college club that supports students 
studying fire ecology. These students will learn how to use equipment, ignite fires, and plan controlled burns. They will also study 
the effects of fire on grasslands by visiting controlled burn sites completed over the last few years.

Controlled burns take place at Niobrara Valley Preserve

The heat sends up a mirage as Incident Commander Jeremy Bai-
ley walks the black line during the controlled burns at the Niobrara 
Valley Preserve the past two weeks in March. 

 by Laura Vroman
Fire has been around since God 

created earth. But the controlled 
use of  fire is a different story. 
According to http://archaeology.
about.com/od/ancientdailylife/qt/
fire_control.htm, the controlled use 
of  fire was an invention of  the Lower 
Paleolithic or Early Stone Age. The 
earliest evidence for controlled use 
of  fire is at the site of  Gesher Benot 
Ya’aqov in Israel, where charred 
wood and seeds were recovered 
from a site dated 790,000 years ago.

The site went on to state:  Not 
everybody believes that; the next 
oldest site is at Zhoukoudian, a 
Lower Paleolithic site in China 
dated to about 400,000 BP, and at 

Qesem Cave (Israel), between about 
200,000-400,000 years ago.

And it continues today...we’re 
still controlling fire to heat our 
homes in winter, to cook food, to 
light our homes when power is lost 
or for a cozy ambience. 

And yes, to even purposely ap-
ply it to our fields, meadows, and 
Sandhills for several reasons: to 
reduce fuel loads which will result 
in reduced risk and severity of  mega 
fires; healthier grasses in the spring 
which will keep our cattle\wildlife 
healthier in the long run; to save 
money; to reduce the encroachment 
of  invasive plants and eastern red 
cedar; and to teach a new generation 
about controlled fire. 

The Nature Conservancy’s 
Niobrara Valley Preserve held their 
fifth consecutive spring controlled 
burn throughout March. Mother 
Nature wasn’t very cooperative. 
Preserve Manager Rich Walters had 
hoped to  treat 7,100 acres and said, 
“It’s not looking likely we’ll hit all 

those. We’ve had a windy spring and 
late winter; high winds every third 
day. Hopefully we’ll end up with 
5,000 acres. As of  today [Wednesday, 
March 19] we’ve gotten 300 acres.” 

That was media day and report-
ers, photographers, and editors, 
were invited to watch, ask ques-
tions, and learn the value of  a con-
trolled burn, as well as the safety 
precautions that are taken to insure 
a successful treatment. 

This year, students from five col-
leges and universities gave up their 
spring break to learn methodology, 
preparation, ignition, safety, and 
the satisfaction of  a job well done. 
They camped out at the preserve 
where Tracey Nelson said she 
counted 44 tents - and it snowed 
Tuesday, March 18, with an over-
night low of  23. Represented were: 
Northern Arizona University, Ste-
phen F. Austin University in Texas, 
University of  Idaho, Colorado State 
University, Humbolt State Univer-
sity in California and one student 
from University of  California at 
Berkeley. 

Before the students arrive and  
fire is ever set, months of  planning 

are put into a 30 page burn plan 
document said Preserve Manager 
Rich Walters. “We have to show 
why, where, plan the outline pro-
cedures, how to do the burn, how 
to use backing fires, water sources 
[windmills, rivers, streams, etc.], 
and how many people will be needed 
to get the job done.”

Then up to two weeks of  plan-
ning are done at the Preserve to cre-
ate 20 foot wide mow lines around 
the permitter of  the burn area. Then 
the students arrive and the learning 
is put into action. 

Students  and other participants 
are broken into several modules: 
Alpha, Bravo, Charlie, Delta, Echo... 
each with separate duties. 

A succinct daily weather report 
is received that shares the tempera-
ture highs and lows, humidity levels 
at what time of  day, along with wind 
speeds, and directional changes: 
all very important information for 
a controlled burn to be successful. 

Incident Commander Jeremy 
Bailey is on the ground again this 
year and began briefing earlier in 
the day. The meeting place is the 
anchor point for the black line, 

which is what they’re doing this day. 
Using drip torches filled with 

three parts of  diesel fuel to one part 
gasoline, they, along with a fire truck 
laying a wet line, will begin to back 
burn the black line. A small section 
of  ground is burned against the 
wind. Then a little bit more, and a 
little bit more, so the fire can’t spread  
where it’s not wanted. 

Conservation Associate for 
Planning and Training for The 
Nature Conservancy, Guy Duffner, 
explained that the individuals in 
charge of  laying the wet line will 
spray water in front of  the engine’s 
tires, so they can compress the wa-
ter into the dirt and plants, which 
helps to keep fire on the interior of  
the wet line. 

Their ultimate goal is to burn 
a 66 foot black line all around the 
permitter before igniting the 968.3 
acre area. 

Each person has an assignment 
and progress is slow because this 
is a learning event. Way off  in the 
distance a person is checking the 
weather  every half  hour using an 

This spring, the Nebraska TREX were sup-
ported by a media committee that worked 
before, during and after the events to reach 
out to reporters, brief and train participants 
in messaging and interview skills, accompany 
reporters during burns, and follow up after-
wards to answer questions and review stories 
when asked. The effort was significant, but 
paid off well, with reporters being highly 
interested in the opportunity to safely see 
fire up close, learn about it from its practi-
tioners, and share it with their audiences. 
At least 10 newspaper, radio and TV stories 
were published, from the very local Valentine 
Midland News to papers and radio stations 
with statewide or regional audiences on the 
order of 80,000 people.
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In addition to direct communications 
through field tours and interpretive 
brochures, signs and video, in the first 
half of 2014, PERC programs and peo-
ple appeared in more than 40 radio, TV, 
newspaper, and online media pieces, 
from the Ainsworth (NE) Star-Journal 
to the Washington Post (see Appendix 
F for a complete list). By investing 
the time in finding and talking with 
reporters, leaders of FLN, FAC Learning 
Network, SPER and TREX projects have 
helped make the public conversation 
about wildfire and its management 
more nuanced and positive in tone. A video produced by the New 

Mexico chapter of The Nature 
Conservancy, “Protecting Water 
with Fire” is part of the “Designing 
for Disaster” exhibit this summer 
at the  National Building Museum. 
The video features interviews 
with FLN staff and footage from 
a TREX near Santa Fe in 2010.

photo: Allan Sprecher, courtesy of the National Building Museum

 Regular contact with a Yakima Herald 
reporter is helping further FAC efforts  
in the Washington Dry Forests FLN and 
the local FAC Learning Network pilot 
community of Leavenworth. The paper 
ran a number of stories in recent 
months, covering both FAC and fire 
management activities.

In April, partners from 
the Conservancy and the 
city of Ashland’s Forestry 
Department spoke with a 
Medford TV station about 
local fire history and the fuel 
reduction treatments being 
conducted by the Ashland 
Forest Resiliency project, 
resulting in three related 
segments on the news. The 
project, supported in part 
by SPER, is treating strategic 
parcels to protect the city’s 
watershed. 


Regular communication, from articles in 
local papers to Facebook pages during 
wildfire events, keeps fire information 
flowing and productive conversation 
alive in the Western Klamath Mountains 
and California Klamath-Siskiyou FLNs.

“Rancher and farmer Errol Wells was 
pleased with the [TREX] effort. ‘It went 
great,’ he said. ‘The fire opened up a lot 
of real estate for more desirable plants 
to come in and for more forage for cattle. 
Now there’s more sunlight. With the 
cedars out, we might see some oak trees 
again. We think lots of things will get 
better.’”

from “Igniting Fires, Sparking Change:  
Fire Trainees Leave Nebraska with  

New Skills, Perspectives”
Prairie Fire (May 2014)

The Richmond 
Times-Dispatch 
mentioned the 

Virginia TREX in 
an article about 

using fire to restore 
red-cockaded wood-

pecker habitat. AP 
picked up the story, 

which ran in at least 
nine other papers in 

DC, IN and VA.

In Colorado 
Springs, the field 
tour at the national 
FLN and FAC Learning             Network 
workshop was covered on local television.

In Ely, the FAC Coalition and FAC Learning Network 
were featured in a spring article about the upcoming 
wildfire season. Wherever we work,         network  
                    participants are valuable 
                              resources for 
                                  the media.


