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the Cabo Rojo project: 

human use mapping in a coral reef priority region 



Community Supported Lionfish Fishery: 

lionfish fish hotspots identified by commercial fishers 



Puerto Rico: 
Community Supported Lionfish Fishery 



Community Supported Lionfish Fishery & a 
Marine Conservation Agreement  



the lionfish CSF and the conch fishers:  
a natural pairing 



background: the conch & lobster fishery 

www.Communityconch.org 

http://www.communityconch.org/


background: the conch & lobster fishery 



Commercial Fishers in Puerto Rico 

-3855 active licensed commercial fishers  
-20-25% of all Commercial fishers  
-30% based in Cabo Rojo Municipality 
-15% of all Conch fishers in Puerto Rico 
based In Puerto Rico 



social conditions, markets & economy 



Status of Lionfish fishery: 

Underexploited, No data, Misinformed 

Ciguatera?? 
What if effective control is achieved??  



Status of Lionfish fishery: problems, 
needs, science, benefits and drawback 



Lessons learned: 



Lessons learned and happy accidents: 
Improved Fishery Regulations 

Shark and Ray Nursery Identified 
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Improved Fishery Regulations 



Lessons learned and new discoveries: 
A Shark Situation 
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Gracias! 

Raimundo Espinoza 
The Nature Conservancy 

respinoza@tnc.org 
787-902-7760 


