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Washington Dry Forests FLN
Sinlahekin Wildlife Area Field Tour
On May 27, Sinlahekin Wildlife Area Manager Dale 
Swedberg led a tour of the Sinlahekin Ecosystem 
Restoration Project – Phase 1 (SERP-1). The 14,000- 
acre Sinlahekin Wildlife Area, in north central Wash-
ington, is part of the Fire Learning Network and par-
ticipates in prescribed fire training exchanges. After 
briefly reviewing the history of the Wildlife Area and 
the current restoration project (more correctly called 
an “intervention” project), the group toured part of the 
350 acres that were treated with prescribed fire ear-
lier in the spring. The final stop on the tour looked at 
mechanical, hand-thinning and slash treatments and 
included a discussion about prescribed burning of the 
slash this fall. Other topics discussed by the group in-
cluded participation in the Fire Learning Network, The 
Nature Conservancy’s partnership in SERP-1, burn 
permitting, smoke management and permitting, fire 
risk management, fire behavior, interagency coordi-
nation on prescribed burns, collaboration with private 
landowners on prescribed burns, the Washington 
State Prescribed Fire Council and the Council’s up-
coming workshop, which will be held in early 2012.
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A tour stop on the Sinlahekin; photos were taken just before (left) 
and 12 days after (right) the area was treated with prescribed fire 
on April 14, 2011                                       Photos: Dale Swedberg
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